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combated their national aspirations in an arbitrary way. Apart
from such reasons, however, the Southern Slav movement was
also rooted in the longing for national unification. The Southern
Slavs in the Empire were not a national unit, but were divided
into three nationalities, the Croats, Serbs and Slovenes. Among
them existed considerable diversities of tradition, religion and
language, and, moreover, they lived not under one government,
but under several central and provincial administrations. This
state of things was certainly very unsatisfactory, and it was
difficult to find a practicable solution. The idea of uniting all
Southern Slavs of the Monarchy in one independent state, but
under the same Crown as the Hungarian and Austrian countries,
was widely discussed, and the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the
heir to the Throne, was credited with plans of this sort. Whether
such a scheme could have been carried out is a matter of specu-
lation and we need not enter here into its discussion. It must
be said, however, that the difficulties were not merely the resist-
ance of the Magyars, Germans and Austrian Slavs, but also the
difficulty of appeasing the old antagonism among the Southern
Slavs themselves. It was temporarily softened down by common
opposition to Magyar domination, and by resentment against
the Crown which had for a long time left it a free hand.
But when after the Great War all the Southern Slavs were united
in Yugoslavia, a bitter struggle immediately broke out between
the Croats and the Serbs which menaced the foundations of the
State.
Before the war the idea gained ground among the Southern
Slav intelligentsia, and particularly among the youth, that Serbia
was destined to liberate and unite all the Southern Slavs with
the help of Russia. Secret revolutionary and terrorist organiza-
tions were formed, in which high-placed officers of the Serbian
General Staff took part. This movement played into the hands
of a group of high officers in the Austro-Hungarian General Staff,
headed by its chief. General Conrad von Hoetzendorff. For
years he urged a preventive war against the foreign enemies of
the Empire, either against Italy or against Serbia and Russia.
The endless strife between the nationalities encouraged, indeed,
all the external and internal enemies of Austria-Hungary, and
gave them the impression that it would be easy to break up the
Empire. The wish to counteract this view and to restore the
prestige of the Empire inspired the hazardous foreign policy of
Aehrenthal. When the Bosnian crisis was peacefully settled,
Conrad continued his propaganda for war* The Emperor was